" HERTS: ATHGT IR e BRI Jrey a9, 038"
T I T G bl AN,

q) |G AT ARAFRIATT SISH 9 AR1ST TY&T AT SIS 3.

Q) WX URY IIANIAEET U gaul g sl AYcARI et

" TEUIGAR RA NeateR! SRITGUISS SE! WoUId |IGY BRI

3) ¥e} Urey IR it eRuagdl, I W€l aefigar s
Nieeifer! driiaaes fRie 98 IR, 0% ISl RGO 04.00
T S eI U B0 &1 e ard [agR BRI g e.




Hex AT ST UMY I8 9 1 4 I il e 9TTs.
Hex AR ARIST UTeU IS § O 93 I il e oTs.




THE MAHARASHTRA GRAMDAN (ABOLITION) BILL, 2026
ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
CHAPTER I: PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent, and commencement.
2. Definitions.

CHAPTERTI

DISSOLUTION OF GRAM DAN MANDALS AND APPLICATION OF LOCAL. SELF-
GOVERNMENT LAWS

ey

Repeal of the principal Act and dissolution of Gram Dan Mandals.
Application of laws relating to Local Self-Government.

N

CHAPTER III
TITLE TO LANDS, IMPLEMENTATION OF REVENUE CODE, AND TRANSFERS

Restoration of original tenure and conferment of ownership rights over lands.
Provisions regarding transferred lands.

Application of provisions of the Revenue Code and assessment of land revenue.
One-time exemption from the Fragmentation Act.

Classification of public and common lands.

woh WL

CHAPTER 1V
DISPUTE REDRESSAL, LIMITATION, AND APPEALS

Dispute redressal powers of the Collector and period of limitation.
Provision for appeal to the Divisional Commissioner and revision by State Government.

D=

CHAPTERV
MISCELLANEOUS (FINANCIAL AND OTHER SAVINGS)

Protection of bank encumbrances, charges, or mortgage rights.
Total exemption from registration fees and stamp duty.
Pending legal proceedings and suits.

Power to remove difficulties and to make rules.

Ll S

\D




PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, it is expedient to provide for the establishment of Gramdan villages in pursuance of the
Gramdan movement started by Acharya Vinoba Bhave, and for the constitution of Gram Dan Mandals for
that purpose and matters connected therewith, the Maharashtra Gramdan Act, 1964 was enacted;

AND WHEREAS, in the present circumstances, owing to changing social, economic, and administrative
conditions, as well as simplification in revenue and land management, the relevance and utility of the said
Act have ceased to exist;

AND WHEREAS, for administrative convenience and as part of the policy to repeal obsolete laws, it is
necessary and expedient to repeal the said Act;

BE it enacted by the Maharashtra State Legislature in the Seventy-seventh Year of the Republic of India as
follows:— . :
CHAPTERI
PRELIMINARY
1. Short title, extent, and commencement.—
(1) This Act may be called the Maharashtra Gramdan (Abolition) Act, 2026.
(2) 1t extends to the whole of the State of Maharashtra.

(3) It shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazeite, appoint (hereinafter referred to as the "appointed day"). .

2. Definitions.—
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—
(2) "principal Act" means the Maharashtra Gramdan Act, 1964 (Mah. XXIII of 1965);
(b) "Gram Dan Mandal" means a Gram Dan Mandal constituted under section 9 of the principal Act;

(c) "Gramdan land" means land entrusted to a Gram Dan Mandal under the principal Act, or granted
by the Gram Dan Mandal to any person for cultivation or any other purpose under section 26 of the
principal Act; ’

(d) "Collector" means the Collector of the concerned district, and includes any officer not below the
rank of an Additional Collector authorized by him;

(€) "laws relating to Local Self-Government" means the Maharashtra Village Panchayats Act, 1958
and the Maharashtra Zilla Parishads and Panchayat Samitis Act, 1961;

(®) "Code" means the Maharashtra Land Revenue Code, 1966 (Mah. XLI of 1966).
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CHAPTERII

DISSOLUTION OF GRAM DAN MANDALS AND APPLICATION OF LOCAL SELF-
GOVERNMENT LAWS

3. Repeal of the principal Act and dissolution of Gram Dan Mandals.—

(1) With effect from the appointed day, the Maharashtra Gramdan Act, 1964 (Mah. VII of 1965) is
hereby repealed.

(2) All Gram Dan Mandals constituted under the principal Act shall stand dissolved with effect from
the appointed day.
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4. Application of laws relating to Local Self-Government.—

(1) The entire territory falling within the jurisdiction of the dissolved Gram Dan Mandals shall, with
effect from the appointed day, be subject to the provisions of the Maharashtra Village Panchayats
Act, 1958 and the Maharashtra Zilla Parishads and Panchayat Samitis Act, 1961.
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(2) The State Government shall, by issuing an official notification, include the former Gramdan areas
into the contiguous Gram Panchayat, or establish a new Gram Panchayat in accordance with the
population criteria.

(3) Excepting the lands referred to in Chapter III, all movable and immovable properties (excluding
ownership rights of private and public lands), funds, and liabilities of the Gram Dan Mandals shall
stand transferred to the concerned Gram Panchayat or Zilla Parishad, as the case may be.

CHAPTER ITI
TITLE TO LANDS, IMPLEMENTATION OF REVENUE CODE, AND TRANSFERS

5. Restoration of original tenure and conferment of' ownership rights over lands.—

(1) The lands which were transferred to the Gram Dan Mandal under the principal Act shall be
restored and granted to the original farmers concerned or their legal heirs, along with the same tenure
(Tenure/Class) as recorded in the revenue records prior to the enforcement of the principal Act.

(2) Where lands under the principal Act have been granted to landless persons or groups of landless
persons, such lands shall be granted to the landless persons or groups of landless persons or, as the
case may be, their legal heirs under Occupant Class-1I tenure.

(3) While restoring or returning such lands, the provisions of the tenancy laws, the land ceiling laws,
and other land-related prevailing laws shall continue to apply.

(4) Upon determination of the rights over the lands leased under the principal Act, mutation of
records, issuance of record certificates, entry of mutations of succession, and updating of maps and
e-records shall be carried out. '
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(5) The Tahsildar of the concerned area shall verify the land records and old revenue records (7/12
extract or Record of Rights pertaining to the pre-Gramdan period), determine the original tenure of
the land, and mutate the current revenue records accordingly.

6. Provisions regarding transferred lands.—

(1) If land granted under the principal Act has been transferred to another person by a registered
transaction prior to the appointed day, and such person is currently in actual possession and
enjoyment of the said land, the Collector shall hold an inquiry into such transfer.

(2) If the Collector is satisfied that such transfer was permissible under the Maharashtra Gramdan
Act, 1964 and was made for valuable consideration, the Collector shall regularize such transfer.

(3) If the transfer of land was not permissible under the principal Act, the land shall be regularized
in favor of the transferee under Occupant Class-II tenure upon payment of such premium (Nazrana)
as may be determined by the Government. '

7. Application of provisions of the Revenue Code and assessment of land revenue.—

(1) Consequent upon completion of the proceedings under sections 5 and 6 of this Act, all general
provisions of the Code and rules made thereunder (such as non-agricultural use, mutation process,
quasi~judicial proceedings, etc.) shall apply mutatis mutandis to the Gramdan lands in the Gramdan
area.

(2) Any tax or cess previously levied on these lands by the Gram Dan Mandal shall cease to exist.
With effect from the appointed day, land revenue as assessed under the provisions of the Revenue
Code shall be levied on these lands and shall be collected by the Revenue Department.

8. One-time exemption from the Fragmentation Act.—

‘Where the Gram Dan Mandal has made small fragments during the allotment or partition of lands in
the past, such lands shall be granted a one-time special exemption from the provisions of the
'Maharashtra Prevention of Fragmentation and Consolidation of Holdings Act, 1947, so as to
lawiully complete the revenue entries.

9. Classification of public and common lands.—

All lands within the erstwhile Gramdan areas which, prior to the commencement of this Act, are
being used for public purposes (such as roads, public wells, playgrounds, community halls, cremation
grounds, grazing lands/Gairan) and lands vested in the Gram Dan Mandal, shall vest in the concerned
Gram Panchayat for public use.

CHAPTER IV
DISPUTE REDRESSAL, LIMITATION, AND APPEALS

10. Dispute redressal powers of the Collector and period of limitation.—

(1) If any question or dispute arises under this Act regarding the eligibility of land, hereditary rights,
distribution of ownership rights, determination of original tenure, or validity of transfers, the
aggrieved party may make an application to the Collector.
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(2) Any such application or ¢laim shall mandatory be submitted to the Collector within such period
from the date of commencement of this Act (the appointed day) as may be prescribed by the
Government.

(3) The Collector shall, after giving the concerned parties a reasonable opportunity of being heard,
pass a definitive order deciding such questions. The proceedings before the Collector shall be deemed
to be quasi-judicial proceedings.

11. Provision for appeal and revision.—

(1) Any person aggrieved by any order passed by the Collector under section 10 may, within ninety
days from the date of receipt of such order, prefer an appeal before the Divisional Commissioner.

(2) The decision of the Divisional Commissioner in such appeal shall be final and shall not be called
in question in any Civil Court:

Provided that, the State Government shall retain the power to call for and examine the records of any
order passed by the Collector or the Divisional Commissioner in revision.

) CHAPTER YV
MISCELLANEOUS (FINANCIAL AND OTHER SAVINGS)

12. Protection of bank encumbrances, charges, or mortgage rights.—

Notwithstanding any change in the ownership rights or land tenure under this Act, all valid
encumbrances, charges, or mortgage rights of banks, financial institutions, or co-operative sacieties
existing on the concerned lands prior to the appointed day shall remain intact and unaffected, and
their rights regarding recovery of loans shall not be prejudiced.

13. Total exemption from registration fees and stamp duty.—

For the purpose of implementation of this special repeal Act, the concerned parties shall be
completely exempted from the payment of stamp duty and registration fees for mutation or
registration of names in the revenue records (7/12 extract) of the concerned lands from the Gram Dan
Mandal to the original farmers or their legal heirs, or to the transferees or their heirs in case of
transferred lands.

14. Pending legal proceedings and suits.—

All legal suits, claims, or appeals initiated by or against a Gram Dan Mandal prior to the appointed
day shall not abate, but shall be continued and prosecuted by or against the concerned Local Self-
Government institution (Gram Panchayat or Zilla Parishad).

15. Power to remove difficulties and to make rules.—

The State Government shall have the power to make rules, by notification in the Official Gazette, for
carrying out the purposes of this Act.
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